ABSTRACT Four Escherichia coli isolates were obtained from a batch of cocoa beans imported from Bolivia. The cocoa beans were rejected by a U.S. chocolate manufacturer due to poor microbiological quality. The four isolates were wholegenome sequenced and the sequences analyzed to identify genotypes, serotypes, and virulence and antimicrobial resistance genes.
genic E. coli strains. Isolates PS00209, PS00210, PS00211, and PS00212 had O163:H9, H45, O163:H9, and H19 serotypes identified, respectively. Antimicrobial resistance genes were detected in the assembled draft genomes using BTyper 2.3.1, with default settings (12, 13) . All four isolates carried genes associated with beta-lactam resistance (ampH, ampC1, ampC2, and a penicillin binding protein-encoding gene). Nevertheless, isolates PS00209, PS00210, PS00211, and PS00212 were not phenotypically resistant to ampicillin, as indicated by the 22-, 24-, 22-, and 22-mm zones of inhibition around ampicillin disks (10 g) in a disk diffusion assay (14) .
Data availability. The sequence reads and assembled genomes were deposited in NCBI under BioProject number PRJNA487888. The SRA and GenBank accession numbers are SRR7754655, SRR7754656, SRR7754653, and SRR7754654 and QXDN00000000, QXHI00000000, QXHJ00000000, and QXHK00000000 for strains PS00209, PS00210, PS00211, and PS00212, respectively. The cocoa beans were provided by G. D'Alesandre (Dandelion Chocolate).
